
 
 
 

OFFICE OF DENITA YOUNG, EXTENSION PROGRAM SPECIALIST – 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 

2026 District IV  
4-H Shooting Sports Coaches 

Certification Training 

 
DATE 

Saturday, October 24, 2026 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
Bowie County Courthouse 
710 James Bowie Drive 
New Boston, TX 75570 

 
 
REGISTRATION 

Registration opens in TX4H on September 23, 2026 and closes at midnight on October 7, 2026   
https://tx4h.tamu.edu/  Registration is non-refundable. 

 

GREEN INJECTION TRAINING 

The “Green Injection” training is done prior to the on-site portion of the certification process.  The 
National 4-H Shooting Sports has developed on online educational module to cover this 
REQUIRED portion of the training and certification.   

• The online module must be completed by September 22, 2026. 

• Pay a $20.00 online training fee to the National 4-H Shooting Sports. 

• Bring a printed copy of the completion certificate with you to the training. 
 

• Information on the training can be found at https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/shooting-sports/ 

• Green Injection registration https://4-hshootingsportscollege.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tx4h.tamu.edu/
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/shooting-sports/
https://4-hshootingsportscollege.com/


 

ADULT CERTIFIED 4-H COACH 

This individual will lead the program or have direct supervision of the youth. 
 

 A volunteer must be 21 years of age or older to be a 4-H Certified Coach. 
 Currently enrolled as a 4-H Volunteer in TX4H. 
 Have up-to-date Youth Protection Standards background check completed on TX4H. 
 Annual enrollment as a 4-H Volunteer is required to maintain certification. 
 Complete the attached forms and bring to the training: 

• Waiver, Indemnification, and Medical Treatment Form 
 Cost: $140.00, which includes meals and resources. 

 
 
ASSISTANT 4-H COACH 
 

This certification changes to a 4-H Certified Coach certification on the date of the holder’s 21st 
birthday. A replacement certificate may be requested by contacting the Texas 4-H Natural 
Resources Program Office. 

 
 Ages 14 – 20 
 Currently enrolled as a 4-H Member or Volunteer in TX4H. 
 Volunteers must have up-to-date Youth Protection background check completed on 

TX4H. 
 Annual enrollment as a 4-H Member or Volunteer is required to maintain certification. 
 Complete the attached forms and bring them to the training: 

• Assistant Youth Coach Acknowledgement Form 
• Waiver, Indemnification, and Medical Treatment Form 

 Cost: $140.00, which includes meals and resources. 

 
If the individual is under the age of 18, they must be accompanied to training by a previously 
certified Shooting Sports Coach OR an Adult Leader/Extension Employee participating in this 
training. Must be 14 years of age or older by September 1 of the current 4-H year.  The adult 
MUST stay with the minor at all times during the training. 

 
 

PREVIOUSLY CERTIFIED COACH ONLY 

Not seeking certification. Must be a previously certified Texas 4-H Shooting Sports Coach AND 
must ONLY be participating in this training to accompany an Assistant Coach Candidate (who is 
under the age of 18). 

 Registration is required 
 Cost: $35.00, which includes meals 
 Complete the attached forms and bring to the training: 

• Waiver, Indemnification, and Medical Treatment Form 
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EXTENSION PERSONNEL 
 

Seeking training and Shooting Sports Coach Certification. May also accompany an Assistant 
Coach Candidate (who is under the age of 18). MUST BE MINIMUM 21 YEARS OF AGE TO 
BECOME A CERTIFIED SHOOTING SPORTS COACH. 

 Registration is required 
 $35.00, which includes meals 

 
 

TRAINING DISCIPLINES 

You will choose ONE discipline in which to receive classroom and range training. Volunteers 
can only receive certification in one discipline per workshop. 

 Shotgun 
 Rifle 
 Pistol 
 Archery 

 
 

COURSE COMPONENTS 

All course components must be completed to receive your certification. 

Green Injection Training Module Online Prior to Training Date 
Discipline Classroom Training In-Person 
Range Training In-Person 
Testing In-Person 
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CERTIFIED SHOOTING SPORTS COACHES INFORMATION 

 
Coach Certification 

 
 A 4-H Certified Coach must be 4-H certified in the specific discipline (shotgun, rifle, 

pistol, or archery) in which a shooting sports project is being conducted. A 4-H Certified 
Coach may be trained and certified in multiple disciplines. 

 
 Only one discipline certification (archery, pistol, rifle, or shotgun) is obtainable per 

participant per regular training. 
 

 Separate specific trainings are offered for the hunting & wildlife and muzzleloading 
disciplines. 

 
 Certification is only acquired at this time through a 4-H Shooting Sports Coaches 

Training run either by the Texas 4-H Natural Resources Program Office or one of the 12 
District Extension Offices. 

 
 Equivalent certifications through other entities (NRA, USA Shooting, USA Archery, etc.) 

are not allowed to replace 4-H Coach Training at this time. 
 
 

PRESENCE OF A 4-H CERTIFIED COACH 
 

• A 4-H Certified Coach must be present at the time of any shooting practice and must 
remain on the range within control of the shooting practice. Non-certified volunteers may 
assist at the coach’s discretion, but cannot act without the certified coach present and in 
control. Assistant coaches are also able to assist the coach, but cannot act without the 
certified coach present and in control. 

 
• Any 4-H Shooting Sports project must have at least one 4-H trained and certified coach 

in each of the disciplines (shotgun, rifle, pistol, archery, muzzleloading, hunting & 
wildlife) offered within that local project. This includes home-based projects. 

 
4-H CERTIFIED COACH AT A SHOOTING EVENT 

 
• 4-H Certified Coaches are not required or obligated to attend competitive events 

involving their discipline or local 4-H membership. Attendance at these events and 
chaperoning 4-Hers at these events is on a volunteer basis only. 
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      RE-CERTIFICATION 
 

• There is no re-certification requirement for a 4-H Certified Coach. If a coach has been 
inactive for a period of several years, a county may require attendance to additional 
training. 

 

 

For more information contact: 

Denita Young 
Extension Program Specialist 
4-H Youth Development  
District 4 
972-952-9252 
djyoung@ag.tamu.edu 

mailto:djyoung@ag.tamu.edu
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SHOOTING SPORTS COACHES TRAINING 
AGENDA 
 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 

7:30 a.m.  Participant Check 
 

  8:00 a.m.    Welcome and Site Orientation  

  8:30 a.m.  Discipline Training – Classroom 

12:00 p.m.  Catered Lunch 

         1:00 p.m. Discipline Training – Range 

         6:00 p.m. Catered Dinner 

         7:00 p.m.  Discipline Training and Testing – Classroom 

         9:00 p.m. Wrap-Up and Evaluations 
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SHOOTING SPORTS COACHES TRAINING 
WHAT TO BRING 

 
Everyone attending should bring the following: 

• Signed Waiver, Indemnification, and Medical Treatment Authorization Form (attached) 

• Assistant Coach Acknowledgement Youth Form (if youth candidate; attached) 

• Writing materials, highlighters, 3-ring binder, dividers, and extra paper for notes 

• Eye protection (shooting glasses or goggles) – recommended for archery, mandatory for all 
other disciplines. 

 
• Ear protection (plugs or muffs) – mandatory for shotgun, rifle, and pistol disciplines 

• Comfortable outdoor clothing, including a cap or hat suitable for the prevailing weather 

• Closed-toed shoes 
 

• Range chairs, snacks, and drinks (for between meals) if desired 
 
 

Shotgun discipline participants: 

• 20- or 12-gauge shotgun, any action type 
• Ammunition pouch or vest 
• 1 box of shells 

 
Archery discipline participants: 

• Bow of any style 
• Appropriate arrows, practice points only, no broadhead hunting points 

 
Rifle discipline participants: 
 
• .22 caliber small bore rifle, preferably bolt action 
• Rifle that can be loaded one shot at a time; no semi-automatic or pump rifles 
• 1 box of .22 ammunition 

 
Pistol discipline participants 

• .22 caliber small bore pistol, preferably semi-automatic 
• 1 box of .22 ammunition 
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SHOOTING SPORTS COACHES TRAINING 

LODGING 

 
Lodging is not provided in the registration fee and must be arranged by the participant. 

 
 Holiday Inn Express & Suites New Boston 

1018 N Center St, New Boston, TX 75570 
(903) 628-7805 

 
 

Hampton Inn & Suites Mount Pleasant 

2504 W Ferguson Rd, Mt Pleasant, TX 75455 
(903) 572-7100 

 
 

Towne Place Suites by Marriott Texarkana 

5020 N Cowhorn Creek Loop, Texarkana, TX 75503 
(903) 334-8800 

 
 

Country Inn & Suites by Radisson, Texarkana, TX 

1918 University Ave, Texarkana, TX 75503 
(903) 280-7433 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, 
regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, and veteran status. The 
Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 
Cooperating.” 
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2026-2027 TEXAS 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Program Name

WAIVER, INDEMNIFICATION, AND MEDICAL TREATMENT AUTHORIZATION FORM

	 1.   EXCULPATORY CLAUSE.   In consideration for receiving permission to participate in any and all activ-
ities  of Texas 4-H (“activity”), which is sponsored by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Texas 4-H Youth 
Development Program, (“sponsor”), a member of The Texas A&M University System, I hereby release, waive, 
covenant not to sue, and agree to hold harmless for any and all purposes sponsor, The Texas A&M University  
System, the Board of Regents for The Texas A&M University System, and their members, officers, agents, vol-
unteers, or employees (“RELEASEES” or “INDEMNITEES”) from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, injuries 
(including death), or damages, including court costs and attorney’s fees and expenses, that may be sustained by 
me while participating in this activity, while traveling to and from the activity, or while on the premises owned, 
leased, or controlled by RELEASEES, including injuries sustained as a result of the sole, joint, or concurrent 
negligence, gross negligence, negligence per se, statutory fault, intentional torts, foreseeable criminal acts of 
third-parties, or strict liability of RELEASEES. 

	 2.   INDEMNITY CLAUSE.   I am fully aware that there are inherent risks to myself and others involved with 
this activity, including but not limited to illness, injury (including death), and damage to personal property, and I 
choose to voluntarily participate in this activity with full knowledge that the activity may be hazardous to me and 
my property, and to the person and property of others. I acknowledge there may be physically strenuous activities. 
I know of no medical reason why I should not participate. I agree to indemnify and hold harmless INDEMNITEES 
from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, injuries (including death), or damages, including court costs and 
attorney’s fees and expenses, which may occur to myself, other participants, and third-persons as a result of my 
participation and conduct in this activity, including injuries sustained as a result of the sole, joint, or concurrent 
negligence, gross negligence, negligence per se, statutory fault, intentional torts, foreseeable criminal acts of 
third-parties, or strict liability of INDEMNITEES. 

	 3.   WARNING NOTICE.   Under Texas Law (Chapter 87, Civil Practice and Remedies Code), a farm animal 
professional or farm owner or lessee is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in farm animal activi-
ties, including an employee or independent contractor, resulting from the inherent risks of farm animal activities. 

	 4.   NO INSURANCE.   I understand that RELEASEES do not maintain any insurance policy covering any 
circumstance arising from my participation in this activity or any event related to that participation. As such, I am 
aware that I should review my personal insurance coverage. Sponsor does not carry general liability insurance 
to cover claims arising from this activity so it seeks a waiver of claims as additional consideration for the right to 
participate so sponsor, a governmental unit of the State of Texas, can (a) provide the activity at the lowest possible 
cost to participants; and (b) provide access to a greater number of participants by expending limited resources on 
program materials rather than on liability insurance.  

	 5.   BINDS HEIRS.   It is my express intent that this agreement shall bind the members of my family and 
spouse, if I am alive, and my heirs, assigns and personal representatives, if I am deceased, and shall be governed by 
the laws of the State of Texas. 

	 6.   MEDICAL AUTHORIZATION, INDEMNITY FOR MEDICAL EXPENSES, and WAIVER.   I understand  
RELEASEES cannot be expected to control all of the risks associated with this activity and RELEASEES may need 
to respond to accidents and potential emergency situations. Therefore, I hereby give my consent for any medical 
treatment that may be required, as determined by a medical professional at the medical facility, during my par-
ticipation in this activity with the understanding that the cost of any such treatment will be my responsibility. I 
agree to indemnify and hold harmless INDEMNITEES for any costs incurred to treat me, even if an INDEMNITEE has 
signed hospital documentation promising to pay for the treatment due to my inability to sign the documentation. I 
further agree to release, waive, covenant not to sue, and agree to hold harmless for any and all purposes,  
RELEASEES from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, injuries (including death), or damages, including court costs 
and attorney’s fees and expenses, that may be sustained by me while receiving medical care or in deciding to seek 
medical care, including while traveling to and from a medical care facility, including injuries sustained as a result 
of the sole, joint, or concurrent negligence, negligence per se, gross negligence, statutory fault, intentional torts, 
foreseeable criminal acts of third-parties, or strict liability of RELEASEES. 
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SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT INVOLVES THE WAIVER OF VALUABLE LEGAL RIGHTS.
CONSULT YOUR ATTORNEY BEFORE SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT.

PARENT OR GUARDIAN INFORMATION
If the participant above is under age 18, there should be consent by a parent or guardian, as follows:

Parent or Legal Guardian Signature: 
(If Participant is under 18 years old)

Parent or Legal Guardian Printed Name: 
(If Participant is under 18 years old)

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION - ADULT OR YOUTH

SIGNED this day of , 20
Date Month Year

Participant Signature:

Participant Printed Name:

Participant Date of Birth:

	 7.   NO STRICT RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.   In the event of a dispute over the meaning or application of 
this agreement, it shall be construed fairly and reasonably and neither more strongly for nor against either party. 

	 8.   VOLUNTARY SIGNATURE.   In signing this agreement I acknowledge and represent that I have read it, 
understand it, and sign it voluntarily as my own free act and deed; sponsor has not made and I have not relied on 
any oral representations, statements, or inducements apart from the terms contained in this agreement. I execute 
this document for full, adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound by the same, now and in 
the future.  For students engaging in extracurricular activities: I understand I can choose not to sign this document 
and free myself from its terms and the associated risks of the activity by simply not participating in the activity and 
choosing some other activity available to me that has a lower level of risk to me. I further understand this is a vol-
untary, extracurricular activity; therefore it is not required for me to obtain college credits and not participating in 
this activity will in no way hinder my ability to obtain a degree from the university.  For students going on fieldtrips 
or other class-related activities: I understand participation in this class/fieldtrip/activity is not mandatory and I will 
not be penalized for failing to participate in this activity because an alternative activity exists for which I can receive 
like credit. While I understand alternative activities are available to me that do not have the risks associated with 
this activity I still desire to voluntarily engage in this activity.

INSTRUCTIONS: (1) The document should be printed in a font size no smaller than 10-point type. This is 10-point 
type. This is 12-point type. (2) The formatting/font style (bolded, underlined, and italicized) in paragraph nos. 
1, 2, & 5 should not be altered by a system member.

TAMUS-OGC-Approved 11/17/2025.

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Emergency Contact Name:

Emergency Contact Number:



 

 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service   |   Texas 4-H & Youth Development Program 
 
Texas 4-H Shooting Sports Program 
1470 William D. Fitch Parkwaay  |  College Station, TX 77845  |  Ph: 979/845-1214  |   Fax: 979/845-6495 
Web: texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/shooting-sports   |  Facebook: www.facebook.com/naturalresources 
 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or 
national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

 

TEXAS 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS PROGRAM 

 

 
 

The 4-H Natural Resources Program offers Assistant Coach training and Certification in the 4-H Shooting Sports 
Project (all disciplines) to any actively enrolled 4-H member who is 14 years of age or older as of September 1 
of the current 4-H. Assistant Coach training is for those who will assist a Certified 4-H Shooting Sports Coach 
with a 4-H Shooting Sports project in their county. This is a great opportunity for enthusiastic persons who are 
passionate about Shooting Sports and Natural Resources to gain 4-H Shooting Sports coaching experience, 
develop leadership skills, expand their knowledge, and share that knowledge with others. To become an 
Assistant Coach, a participant should register for and attend a Shooting Sports Coach training. An Assistant 
Coach candidate less than 18 years of age must be accompanied to training either by a previously trained 
adult or an adult participating in the same training. An Assistant Coach Certification can be upgraded to full 4-
H Shooting Sports Coach Certification with no additional training once an Assistant has reached 21 years of 
age and is an approved Adult Volunteer Leader via 4-H Connect. The Assistant Coach must request an updated 
certificate from the Texas 4-H Natural Resources Program office.  
 
An Assistant Coach may assist a Certified 4-H Shooting Sports Coach only in the immediate presence of the 
Certified Coach. Should the Certified Coach be absent for any period of time, regardless how short or long the 
absence may be, all Shooting Sports activity must cease until the return of the Certified Coach. Assistant 
Coaches are not certified to coach outside the immediate supervision of a Certified 4-H Shooting Sports Coach.  
 
This Acknowledgement must be completed and signed by a parent/guardian of a youth 14-17 years of age 
at the time of training.  
 
Acknowledgement:  
I acknowledge that my child will attend the Texas 4-H Natural Resources Programs-Shooting Sports Coach 
Training.  
I understand that upon completing the coach training, my child will be a certified Assistant Coach within the 
discipline in which he/she has been certified, allowing them to assist Certified 4-H Shooting Sports Coaches at 
County 4-H Shooting Sports project activities.  
Parent/Guardian:  
____________________ _____________________      _____/ _____/ _____  
Printed Name Signature mm dd yyyy  
Youth Assistant:  
____________________ _____________________      _____/ _____/ _____  
Printed Name Signature mm dd yyyy  
Training:  
____________________         _____/ _____/ _____  
Location mm dd 
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